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tory for about 1000 miles between the Bay of Bengal
on the west, and on the east Upper Burma and Siam
southwards to about the 10th parallel. This region,
which before the annexation of Upper Burma formed
the province of British Burma, consists entirely of
Burmese territory at various dates in the last century
ceded to the English, It comprises three divisions,
Arakan, Pegu, and Tenasserim, which completely shut
off Upper Burma from the sea,1 and about the 12th
parallel nearly reach across to the Gulf of Siam, be-
tween Siam proper and its lower province at the neck
of the peninsula of Malacca. In Malacca itself the
Straits Settlements, terminating at Singapore at its
southern extremity, continue the British domain almost
uninterruptedly round the Bay of Bengal to the Eastern
Archipelago.

Arakan, the northernmost division, presents from the
coast a fine appearance. The mountains, forming a
southern continuation of the Lushai hills, and clothed to
their summits with a rich forest vegetation, rise in a
succession of parallel ridges from the plains to a height
of from 5000 to 6000 feet. The plains themselves are of
small extent, being mostly either limited by offshoots of
the lower coast ranges, or else hemmed in by wooded
tracts, which on the coast consist exclusively of man-
grove trees. The lowlands are intersected by countless
streams from the hills, while the spring tides flood
extensive low-lying districts, forming a labyrinth of
channels and backwaters. These watercourses take the
place of highways, serving as a means of rapid inter-
course between the towns and villages. Mud volcanoes
occur both along the coast and on the neighbouring
islands, and coal, iron, and petroleum are found in many
places, while salt of a fine quality is obtained by
evaporation in the numerous tidal estuaries.